The objective of the study reported on here is to further examine the implications of recent research concerning the status of duration in boundary signaling in languages in which duration plays a contrastive role in the suprasegmental system. The issues addressed here are (i) the extent to which durational patterns in the temporal organization of connected speech differ from those observed in controlled experiments, and (ii) how the realization of timing strategies can be related to the prosodic manifestations of boundary signaling.
INTRODUCTION
In a series of earlier studies I reported on the durational p a t " characteristic of Skolt Sami [SI, [7] , [9] . It was claimed there that durational ratios rather than absolute durational values are significant in the signaling of different structural types in that language. These tendencies were examined and analyzed in disyllabics spoken in citation forms in a sentence frame: thereafter the validity of these findings were tested in larger grammatical units during the course of a controlled experiment, reported on in [a]. In that report reference was made to four timing strategies noticed in the realization of durational distribution of three sentences occumng in a different order within the paragraph. On the basis of the six configurations recorded by two speakers of Skolt S h i the following four strategies were observed: (i) employing (or not, as the case may be) vowel reduction (or vowel drop) depending on the distance from the boundary of the paragraph; (ii) shorter absolute durations achieved by keeping the characteristic durational ratios constant, (iii) shorter word durations in paragraph-final sentences; (iv) consistently shorter pause durations in paragraph-final sentences.
The characteristics of the temporal patterns resulting from the application of these timing strategies. during the course of a series of controlled experiments, served as a point of departure for the present study. Here the same phenomena were observed in conversational speaking mode and were related to the prosody of boundary signaling. It was found that in this speaking mode a definite hierarchy seems to be apparent, rendering the option not to employ vowel reduction (or vowel drop) the least relevant among the available four timing strategies. It is clear that the maintaining of the characteristic durational ratios occupies ihe first place in that hierarchy. This consistent effort to keep significant durational patterns unchanged overrides observable strategies for significant durational decrease in positions close to boundaries.
It can be said with certainty that the maintaining of characteristic durational ratios is to be considered an essential feature of Skolt Sami prosody. In recent studies on articulatory simplicity associated with speaking modes where articulatory precision appears to function to a considerably lesser degree it has been stated that linguistically significant parameters tend to remain stable [2]. The experiment described below provides support for such a theory by demonstrating that even though durational changes arc evident (i.e. absolute durational values vary), significant ratio values tend to remain stable.
METHOD AND EXPERIMENT
The material analyzed here consists of audio recordings of spontaneous conversation by two native speakers of the language who had previously participated in the controlled A total of 140 utterances was analyzed, 84 and 56 respectively for each speaker. The materials selected for examination consisted of those sections of spontaneous conversation in which certain durational targets could be identified, i.e. paragraphs. The analysis is a follow-up of a similar experiment reported on in [8] . This present study differs from the one referred to in two respects: (i) durational patterns were examined on the basis of a more extended corpus, and 6) all timing strategies associated with larger grammatical units were analyzed and the hierachy of their application in spontaneous speech were examined.
For the controlled experiment recordings were made on a Scully Full-Track Broadcast Machine while for the spontaneous conversation a Sony TCM-500 tape recorder was employed. Both audio recordings were analyzed by the software Signalyze (Version 3.12) with a Macintosh computer. 
. 1 Durational measurements of disyllabics in citation form

Durational measurements of disyllabics occurring in paragraphfinal sentences in spontaneous conversation
The measurement values as shown in the two tables and the above figure will be referred to when compared to (i) absolute durational changes, and (ii) ratio values manifested in the recordings of spontaneous conversations between the two speakers. As indicated above (and discussed in' [6] in detail], the effect of one of the timing strategies observed was to reduce duration both in the disyllabics (reduced duration consequently occumng in the relevant segments in these disyllabics) and in the pauses, both of these durational reductions being most evident in paragraph-final sentences. We may add that while the relevant disyllabics had an average duration in citation forms of between 550 and 720 msec (depending on the structural type), the disyllabics analyzed in spontaneous conversation averaged in duration between 145 and 290 msec. Tables 3 and 4 summarize the durationai measurements obtained for disyllabics in these much reduced forms together with the respective ratio values.
The two tables below testify to the tendency to maintain sigfificant durational ratios in the conversational speaking mode associated with a significant decrease in absolute durational values in those disyllabics occumng in a paragraphfinal sentence. These tendencies are summarized in Figure 2 . 
CONCLUSIONS
The implications of the temporal patterns in spontaneous conversation point towards recognizing a definite hierarchy with regard to the employment of the four strategies referred to above that were attested in the controlled experiment.
It seems evident that the maintaining of durational ratios occupies first place in the hierarchy. This conforms to the assumptions of relevant research concerning the fact that in the conversational speaking mode only those articulatory parameters undergo significant change that do not affect linguistically relevant prosodic arrangements in the language -here, the significant durational ratios. Thus support is given to the hypothesis concerning the non-availability of duration for boundary-signalling in languages --such as the one in the present study --in which it plays a significant role in the prosodic system. Located at the other end of the hierarchy would appear to be the timing strategy involving vowel reduction (or vowel drop). That the strategy involving the employing or non-employing of this available option, depending on the distance of boundaries --so apparent in the controlled experiment --plays no such part in spontaneous conversation in Skolt Simi, indicates that different temporal strategies are associated with different speaking modes.
